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Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing, China. This meeting focused on key extreme climate events (particularly decadal scale climatic changes) through the Holocene, across the Indian subcontinent and China including Tibet, with other contributions from studies in Mongolia, Lebanon, Siberia, Bulgaria, Botswana, California and Australia. Clear evidence was provided for the widespread impact of the Younger Dryas, 8.2 and 4.2 ka events, Medieval Warm Period and Little Ice Ages across the region, which, while evident, produce differential outcomes in terms of available moisture (Fig. 1) . Another key theme addressed was the response of people to climatic fluctuations as expressed by societal collapse, migrations or changing technologies and economies.
Following the presentations, discussions were held that identified research priorities for the region. These comprised (1) stronger cooperation between climatologists and modelers, (2) improved dating techniques with better calibration, (3) an intention to generate better estimations of actual climatic parameters (temperature and humidity) through proxies and (4) a plan to develop a regional database of records of climate and water budgets for Asia, especially across the Indian subcontinent. It was also felt that a better understanding of the connection between climate change processes and civilization and culture would aid the prediction of climate-driven catastrophes and mitigate their impact in the future. The proposal to develop a regional network, first tabled at the Nanjing meeting, was developed with a proposal to launch the "Across the Third Pole" (ATP) research network, to encourage the development of regional syntheses to explore the impact of recent climate change and human impact on lake ecosystems across the Himalayan slopes and Tibetan Plateau. It was agreed to meet again in Bulgaria in September/October 2011 to collate recent records of human impact, and to advance the aims of the ATP network by identifying sites and supporting research in key sites across the region.
